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A transparent heat-swellable material, a method for its preparation and fire-resistant glazing panels in which 
it is incorporated, are provided by a mixture of hydrated alkali metal silicate and an addttive selected from 
polyalcohols and mono-or polysaccharides, in which the additive content is in the range of 5 to 22 % bv 
weight the water content is in the range of 12 to 19.5 % by weight, and the hydrated alkali metal silicate 
has a s, con oxide (S,02): alkali metal oxide molar ratio greater than 3.3 to 1. Glazing panels including the 
sad material offer thermal insulation of greater than 30 minutes, a barrier to flames and fumes for greater 
than 90 minutes and thermal radiation of less than 10 kW/m<2>, or even of less than 6 kW/m<2> after 90 
minutes. 
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